
On July 24, 2009, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
National Nuclear Security Administration, Nevada Site Office 
(NNSA/NSO) announced its intent to prepare a Site-Wide 
Environmental Impact Statement (SWEIS) for the operation 
of facilities and activities at the Nevada Test Site, now 
known as the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS), and 
off-site locations in the state of Nevada, for a 10-year period 
commencing in 2011.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal 
agencies to integrate environmental values into decision-
making processes by considering the environmental impacts 
of proposed actions and reasonable alternatives which are 
evaluated in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

Background

In 1996, the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Nevada Test Site and Off-Site Locations in the State of 
Nevada (NTS EIS) was issued in accordance with NEPA 
requirements. In 2002, NNSA/NSO completed a review of the 
1996 NTS EIS and determined that there were no substantial 
changes to the actions or impacts evaluated. Thus, the existing 
NTS EIS was adequate and neither a supplemental or new 
EIS was required. In 2008, NNSA/NSO released a draft report 
of the second review of the 1996 NTS EIS. In consideration 
of comments received on this draft report regarding potential 
changes to the NNSA program work scope, and stakeholders’ 
interest in an updated evaluation of NNSS waste management 
disposal activities, as well as interest in furthering the purpose 
of NEPA, the NNSA/NSO decided to proceed with preparation 
of a SWEIS for the continued operation of the NNSS and off-
site locations.

Development of SWEIS

The new SWEIS identifies and evaluates potential 
environmental impacts of alternatives for managing NNSA/
NSO activities on the NNSS and its off-site locations in the 
state of Nevada. These off-site locations include the: Remote 
Sensing Laboratory at Nellis Air Force Base, the NNSA/NSO 
campus in North Las Vegas, and Nevada Test and Training 
Range, including activities conducted at the Tonopah Test 
Range. 
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For more information, contact:
U.S. Department of Energy

National Nuclear Security Administration
Nevada Field Office

Office of Public Affairs
P.O. Box 98518

Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518
phone: 702-295-3521

fax: 702-295-0154
email: nevada@nnsa.doe.gov
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The SWEIS will analyze potential impacts to resources such as land use, geology and soils, air 
quality, water, biological, cultural, socioeconomics, and public health and safety. The NNSA/NSO 
will also analyze impacts of current waste management practices and radioactive and hazardous 
materials transportation.

Alternatives

•	 No Action (Alternative 1) - Continue the operations conducted under the existing EIS Record 
of Decision

•	 Reduced Operations (Alternative 2) - Reduce the level of operations overall and at select 
facilities.

•	 Expanded Operations (Alternative 3) - Increase in reasonably foreseeable new work in the 
areas of National Security, Environmental Management and Non-Defense Programs.

Renewable Energy options are available under all alternatives.

Record of Decision 

Upon completion of the SWEIS, one of the proposed alternatives, or a combination thereof, will 
be implemented using a Record of Decision (ROD). A ROD is a concise public record of the 
DOE’s decision to implement one or a combination of alternatives. The ROD states whether 
practical means were used to avoid or minimize environmental harm and, if not, why. 

The Process and You

The public is encouraged to participate in the NEPA process and development of the SWEIS. 
The NNSA/NSO will hold public meetings in nearby NNSS communities to facilitate dialogue with 
the public. During the public scoping period, individuals, organizations, and government agencies 
and entities were invited to participate in identifying alternatives and issues to consider. The 
public will also be provided an opportunity to submit comments on the Draft SWEIS during public 
comment periods. 

To submit SWEIS scope or draft comments, or to be included on the document distribution list, 
please contact: NNSA/NSO, SWEIS Document Manager. P.O. Box 98518, Las Vegas, Nevada, 
89193-8518; telephone (877) 781-6105; fax (702) 295-5300; or e-mail nepa@nv.doe.gov.


