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About the cover: Unused metal borehole casings remaining at the Nevada National Security Site are retrieved for transport to a historic underground 
nuclear site.  The casings were repurposed to cover contaminated piping and then filled with concrete to protect the surrounding environment.
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First there is an underground explosion, and then the surrounding rock is vaporized; 

Cavity CavityCavity Cavity CraterCrater
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Atom
Ray

half-life

Small amounts of 

in our environment (such as 

large amounts can be 
harmful to people and 

the environment.

atoms decay

trying to become stable.
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 drill wells to 

including rock and water 

contaminated groundwater 
to make sure it cannot be 
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Welded-tuff aquifer

Tuff confining unit
Tuff confining unit
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Lava-flow aquifer
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Tuff confining unit

Water TableWater Table

Tuff confining unit
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Lava-flow aquifer
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Vitric-flow aquifer

Lava-flow aquifer

Tuff confining unit

Tuff confining unit

Tuff confining unit

Tuff confining unit

Tuff confining unit
Tuff confining unit

Welded-tuff aquifer

Lava-flow aquifer
Lava-flow aquifer

Crews today use large drill rigs to 
dig 

create models

forecast 
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vocabulary. 

Materials Needed:

Procedure: 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 
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Aquifer in a Cup
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surveys samples 

various contaminants.
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low-level 
 

busy at work removing contaminated 

make waste.

disposal.



14

Waste Management Site



15

Nevada 
National 
Security 
Site

learn more about 
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Down

 2. Tour guide (2 words)

Across
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Counterterrorism 

Homeland 

materials is 
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team:

    Biology           Environmental Studies
   Chemistry           Forensic Science

   Earth Science            Petroleum Engineering

   Engineering            Zoology
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you want to be 
when you get older?
 

counselors about it today! 
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Page 16: Down Answers: 1. Hydrogen Atom 2. Dr. Proton 3. Decay 4. Craters  5. Low-level Radioacve Waste 8. Isotope 9. Wells
10.Remediated  11. Models 13. Tesng 16. Radiaon Surveys 17. Forecasts 18. Proton   19. Geologic 20. Adam 21. Neutrons 23. Axel

Across Answers: 6. Groundwater 7. Sciensts  12. Electron  14. Chemical Contaminaon 15. Samples 22. Radioacve Contaminaon
24.Drill Rigs  25. Disposal

Page 20: Protect the Environment

C L E A N D E S E R T

Let’s all do our part to help the environment!
This book was brought to you by your friends at the Nevada National Security Site

www.nnss.gov



